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Editorial

The weather has changed and smiles lighten faces as 
big bags are quietly stuffed int cars ready for evenings 
or weekends.  Yes flying is possible again at last.
Already 17 recorded `XC’s from PSC sites., by 8 
different members.
So get yourself out and enjoy whilst you can, preferably 
sending me a story and some photos for the next mag.
But as always take care with them Spring Thermals. 
        Tony Colombat

(Editor)
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Site News 
  

Edenfield 
Edenfield closed for lambing from 25th April until 25th May, inclusive.   
Please do not fly the site during this period. 
Please note whilst the local farmer, who rents the top of the hill, Take Off area, appears amenable, 
the Farmer renting the lower huge landing field as a Lambing field, is extremely sensitive and vocal 
over PG’ upsetting his sheep, not only to the Club, but also our joint landlord.  

The best option therefore is the advice above to NOT FLY the site at all. 

Parlick
Pleaser keep away from Wolf Crag just north of Parlick East Face,  which is not only a    
SSSI, but also an area used by the rare Hen Harrier for nesting.  
The restriction applies till the end of June. 

All Sites 
Please make sure you follow the Country Code, especially NOT climbing wall or fences,and close 
gates after use. Please avoid dropping litter (take it home) or using loud crude language, especially  
if public about.

Please  check websites of any Club for any area where you plan to fly, as they also will likely have 
restrictions thru either Lambing or rare birds of prey.

Parlick	  Webcam	  &	  Pressure	  Maps	  at:	  
h5p://www.penninesoaringclub.org.uk/webcam-‐and-‐pressure-‐charts	  

Chairmans Rant
Well	  the	  season	  started	  with	  Wallbank	  knocking	  out	  a	  cracking	  triangle	  at	  Llangollen,	  nice	  one	  Phil,	  slowly	  
and	  surely	  good	  8mes	  are	  on	  their	  way.	  	  

The	  Club	  as	  a	  whole	  is	  moving	  on	  progressively	  as	  usual;	  A	  group	  of	  pilots	  fixed	  the	  gate	  at	  Parlick	  (Thanks),	  
windsocks	  are	  installed	  and	  theres	  an	  new	  paragliding	  sign	  being	  designed	  at	  the	  base	  of	  the	  hill	  advising	  
pilots	  on	  where	  to	  and	  not	  to	  fly	  etc.	  Lambing	  season	  is	  current	  so	  be	  aware	  of	  landing	  out	  in	  fields	  with	  
sheepes	  in.	  	  

Otherwise,	  good	  luck	  to	  all	  those	  Pennine	  XC	  pilots	  this	  year,	  lets	  hope	  we	  can	  do	  it	  legally	  this	  8me,	  so	  make	  
sure	  your	  membership	  is	  current	  lads	  ;-‐)	  	  

Andy	  Mcloughlin	  

http://www.penninesoaringclub.org.uk/webcam-and-pressure-charts
http://www.penninesoaringclub.org.uk/webcam-and-pressure-charts
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Flying with RC Models 
by Andy Archer 

Over recent months there have been a number of incidents involving paragliders / Hang 

gliders and modellers on our sites. 

• First incident was at Nonts Sarahs when a model became entangled in a 

paragliders lines, luckily the paraglider pilot was able to land without damage to 

him or his glider.  

• Second incident involved a hang glider and model at Winter Hill where the 

modeller had to take avoiding action to prevent a collision; this resulted in the 

modeller crashing his model sailplane causing, extensive damage to it. 

I do not have the full facts of each incident as they have been passed to me by 2nd and 3rd 

parties, nor is it my role to investigate them, however heated exchanges have taken place 

and various correspondences have passed between parties and copies given to the club 

committee for action. 

We share many of our sites with model clubs and have done for years harmoniously and 

generally without incident.  Most of the model clubs have very similar licence agreements 

in place for the use of the sites for their activities. 

I am not suggesting things are getting worse but to have two incidents in the last six 

months; there is certainly something amiss. 

A number of years ago the BHPA and BMFA (British Model Flying Association) got together 

to draw up a joint operating code: Co-existing with model aircraft.  This essentially set out a 

framework to encourage clubs to agree local rules and to promote communication 

between the respective clubs and aviation disciplines. 

As a club PSC have adopted and implemented the above code, however as time goes 

on things change, (committee / new members / new discipline i.e. speedflying) certain 

elements are forgotten. 

I feel what has come to light the most is the lack of ‘direct’ communication at the site on 

the day and as a club at committee level. 

As a result of the incidents above and as Sites Officer, I am now in contact with the 

respective sites officer of the Marsden Moor Soaring Association (MMSA) and will keep in 

regular contact.   

The most important thing to ensure everyone safety: ‘communication on the day’ and this 

can only be done by members on the day. 

Please make every effort to speak to other site users, be courteous, you may actually find 

you have something in common!  Discuss the conditions, where you/they intend to fly, 

what will happen if the lift becomes light etc…etc ……. 

If there is an incident please report it to the committee immediately so that we can deal 

with it through the correct channels and ‘nip things in the bud’ before they escalate too 

far.  Oh and try and keep a level head….. 



 4

Letters going back and forth, expressing opinions on social media do not help 

communication; they become barriers to it and make the whole situation harder to deal 

with.  Some long telephone conversations have been had with the MMSA committee, we 

seem to have got things back on track; however it is now down to members to do their bit 

and communicate on the day.  

Mistakes do happen, however the consequences are much higher for us and we should go 

out of our way to ensure our safety. 

So as a reminder, here are a number of documents to download and re-familiarise 

yourselves with as the flying season gets under way: 

1. PSC Sites Guide:         http://www.penninesoaringclub.org.uk/siteguide 

2. PSC Site Guide pdf:   http://www.penninesoaringclub.org.uk/uploads/media/PSC%20Handbook
%20&%20Site%20Guide%2030-09-13R.pdf 

3. MMSA Nonts Sarahs Guide - http://www.rochdaleflyers.org.uk/pdf/MMSA_nont_rules.pdf 

4. BHPA/BMFA Operating  Code:   http://www.bhpa.co.uk/pdf/BHPA_BMFA_operating_code.pdf 

Item no.3 has been passed to us by MMSA and is their sites guide for Nonts, this appears to 

restrict their flying of the site when shared with paragliders / hang gliders and should be 

used for information only by PSC members.  Refer to the PSC sites guide for all other 

aspects. 

If any member knows of any other sites where there have been or could potentially be 

incidents where the club committee needs to make contact with the respective model 

club let me know. 

Andy Archer 
PSC Sites Officer;   
sites@penninesoaringclub.org.uk 
(Check	  reading	  	  3	  /	  4	  	  in	  that	  order	  as	  I	  found	  4	  does	  not	  work	  correctly	  if	  4	  is	  a:empted	  before	  3)	  -‐	  Ed.	  

Spain - GJ

http://www.penninesoaringclub.org.uk/siteguide
http://www.penninesoaringclub.org.uk/uploads/media/PSC%20Handbook%20&%20Site%20Guide%2030-09-13R.pdf
http://www.rochdaleflyers.org.uk/pdf/MMSA_nont_rules.pdf
http://www.bhpa.co.uk/pdf/BHPA_BMFA_operating_code.pdf
mailto:sites@penninesoaringclub.org.uk
http://www.penninesoaringclub.org.uk/siteguide
http://www.penninesoaringclub.org.uk/uploads/media/PSC%20Handbook%20&%20Site%20Guide%2030-09-13R.pdf
http://www.rochdaleflyers.org.uk/pdf/MMSA_nont_rules.pdf
http://www.bhpa.co.uk/pdf/BHPA_BMFA_operating_code.pdf
mailto:sites@penninesoaringclub.org.uk
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Brazil Nuts 
by	  Brian	  Stewart	  

'It's	  a	  long	  way	  -‐	  14	  hour	  flight,	  and	  at	  least	  that	  again	  on	  a	  coach.'	  

'But	  it's	  winter	  here,	  so	  instead	  of	  wearing	  thermals	  let's	  go	  looking	  for	  flyable	  ones'.	  

'OK'	  

So	  started	  the	  Brazil	  adventure,	  planned	  researched	  and	  booked	  before	  either	  of	  us	  could	  have	  second	  
thoughts.	  Graham	  was	  quick	  enough	  to	  bag	  a	  cut-‐price	  upgrade,	  to	  where	  they	  hand	  you	  your	  drink	  on	  a	  
tray	  and	  let	  you	  have	  proper	  metal	  knives	  while	  I	  was	  too	  late	  and	  joined	  the	  self-‐loading-‐ballast	  at	  the	  
rear;	  clearly	  the	  revolu8on	  won't	  be	  star8ng	  in	  business	  class.	  	  

Rio	  Aeropuerto	  hotel	  was	  taking	  the	  proverbial	  -‐	  
could	  neither	  provide	  breakfast	  (which	  we'd	  paid	  
for)	  at	  6	  AM	  nor	  book	  us	  a	  taxi	  to	  the	  coach	  
sta8on,	  but	  along	  with	  Lewis	  our	  fellow	  traveller	  
from	  UK	  plus	  Felix	  and	  Joel	  -‐	  German	  and	  French	  
expats	  living	  in	  S	  America	  -‐	  we	  se[led	  in	  for	  the	  
long,	  long	  drive	  through	  the	  stunning	  country	  that	  
is	  Brazil.	  We	  reached	  GV	  an	  extra	  2	  1/2	  hours	  later	  
than	  scheduled	  but	  were	  s8ll	  met	  by	  a	  cheery	  
Steve	  Barton	  of	  XC	  Brazil	  and	  Julio	  and	  Yuri,	  his	  
retrieve	  crew	  and	  deposited	  in	  the	  wonderful	  
Pousada	  Jeito	  de	  Minas	  hotel.	  	  

Ibituruna	  and	  The	  Group.	  L	  to	  R	  	   	  
Lewis,	  Graham,	  Steve,	  Dean,	  Paul,	  Marjon,	  Joel.	  	  

Day	  1	  was	  supposed	  to	  be	  an	  introduc8on	  to	  the	  landing	  sites,	  bomb-‐out	  fields	  and	  take	  off,	  and	  we	  were	  
only	  expec8ng	  to	  launch	  later	  and	  stay	  close	  to	  home.	  I	  managed	  to	  waste	  2	  hours	  of	  Steve's	  8me	  in	  a	  
fruitless	  search	  for	  my	  lost	  wallet,	  so	  was	  even	  later	  in	  the	  air.	  All	  the	  radio	  cha[er	  was	  about	  'following	  
the	  road'.	  Which	  b*****y	  road?	  -‐	  I'd	  missed	  the	  orienta8on	  talk.	  Once	  I	  worked	  it	  out	  I	  thought	  I	  may	  as	  
well	  follow	  on.	  3	  hours	  later,	  the	  7	  course	  members	  were	  strung	  out	  along	  the	  road	  to	  Cara8nga,	  the	  usual	  
xc	  route,	  giving	  the	  retrieve	  crew	  an	  unexpected	  early	  test.	  No	  worries,	  the	  SPOT	  locators	  worked	  perfectly	  
and	  even	  if	  it	  was	  stupid	  o'clock	  before	  we	  all	  got	  back,	  many	  were	  buzzing	  from	  cracking	  personal	  bests	  
on	  the	  first	  day.	  What	  could	  we	  do	  when	  we	  started	  trying?	  Graham	  had	  managed	  66	  km	  to	  exceed	  his	  

target	  for	  Lara's	  founda8on	  and	  I	  flopped	  down	  
on	  a	  perfect	  li[le	  hilltop	  with	  Dean	  ager	  50;	  
what	  a	  start!	  	  

Each	  day	  se[led	  into	  a	  comfortable	  rou8ne	  -‐	  
leisurely	  breakfast,	  gentle,	  unhurried	  
prepara8on,	  collected	  by	  Steve	  and	  the	  crew	  at	  
10	  AM,	  debrief	  the	  previous	  day	  in	  the	  bus.	  The	  
top	  of	  the	  hill	  was	  only	  a	  few	  km	  in	  a	  straight	  
line	  from	  the	  hotel,	  but	  took	  over	  an	  hour	  of	  
steady	  climbing	  up	  a	  bumpy	  but	  well-‐
maintained	  track.	  Ibituruna	  take	  off	  stands	  
about	  1000	  m	  above	  the	  city	  of	  Governador	  
Valadares	  and	  dominates	  the	  sky	  line.	  

Ibituruna	  Take	  off	  
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The	  big	  rock	  face	  of	  the	  mountain,	  overlooking	  the	  town,	  is	  well-‐named	  as	  the	  cauldron	  -‐	  a	  boiling	  frenzy	  
of	  powerful	  lig,	  with	  scary	  close-‐ups	  of	  the	  antennae	  and	  the	  statue	  on	  the	  summit.	  Where	  are	  the	  gentle,	  
huge	  thermals	  we'd	  been	  told	  about?	  I	  have	  one	  trace	  that	  peaked	  at	  13	  m/s:	  just	  ager	  take-‐off	  I	  followed	  
a	  Nova	  Mentor	  round	  towards	  the	  cauldron	  when	  I	  saw	  him	  disappear	  ver8cally	  upwards	  -‐	  it	  was	  a	  case	  of	  
hang	  on,	  turn	  8ght	  and	  try	  to	  stay	  in	  it.	  Generally	  the	  thermals	  away	  from	  takeoff	  were	  more	  benign	  but	  
could	  s8ll	  be	  rough	  and	  hard	  work.	  	  

So	  many	  memorable	  moments	  from	  this	  trip:	  the	  climbs	  up	  to	  and	  beyond	  cloudbase,	  the	  endless	  views	  of	  
the	  stunning	  scenery	  that	  is	  Brazil,	  the	  friendly	  and	  helpful	  locals	  -‐	  wherever	  you	  landed	  there	  would	  
always	  be	  some	  random	  person	  popping	  up	  out	  of	  the	  blue	  to	  offer	  help	  or	  a	  lig	  back	  to	  town.	  I	  handed	  
one	  such	  helper	  a	  bo[le	  of	  water	  from	  my	  harness,	  but	  he	  gave	  it	  straight	  back	  -‐	  apparently	  it	  wasn't	  cold	  
enough!	  I	  landed	  one	  day	  to	  the	  sound	  of	  raucous	  applause	  and	  catcalls	  (I'd	  tripped	  and	  gone	  base	  over	  
apex)	  then	  was	  met	  by	  an	  enormous	  bearded	  man	  dressed	  in	  black	  carrying	  a	  mean-‐looking	  rifle;	  the	  skull	  
and	  crossbones	  on	  his	  t-‐shirt	  wasn't	  helping	  the	  image	  either,	  nor	  was	  the	  line-‐up	  of	  similarly-‐dressed	  guys	  
standing	  in	  front	  of	  their	  Harleys	  -‐	  'Los	  Lobos	  Cerrados'	  emblazoned	  on	  their	  jackets.	  My	  finger	  was	  
hovering	  over	  the	  'urgent	  assistance	  required,	  call	  Interna8onal	  Rescue'	  bu[on	  on	  my	  SPOT,	  but	  it	  turned	  
out	  there	  was	  a	  birthday	  party	  going	  on	  in	  the	  farm,	  and	  I	  was	  being	  invited	  in,	  so	  I	  went	  for	  the	  'landed	  
safe,	  I'll	  find	  my	  own	  way	  home'	  op8on	  instead.	  	  

Good	  choice;	  plenty	  of	  food	  and	  drink	  and	  great	  
company,	  even	  if	  we	  could	  only	  share	  a	  dozen	  
words.	  The	  biker	  gang	  turned	  out	  to	  be	  all	  
freemasons!	  A	  gorgeous	  young	  lady	  handed	  me	  a	  
bo[le	  of	  beer	  with	  a	  wicked	  grin	  on	  her	  face,	  and	  
I	  could	  see	  cameras	  being	  brought	  out;	  I	  found	  
out	  why	  when	  she	  handed	  me	  the	  bo[le	  opener:	  
it	  was	  very	  generously	  propor8oned,	  carved	  
mahogany	  willy!	  -‐	  Obviously	  the	  sport	  of	  winding	  
up	  the	  gringos	  is	  alive	  and	  well.	  Steve	  eventually	  
came	  out	  to	  drag	  me	  away,	  and	  as	  they'd	  had	  so	  
much	  fun	  they	  presented	  me	  with	  the	  bo[le	  
opener	  as	  a	  memento	  of	  the	  day.	  This	  has	  now	  
become	  Steve's	  'Dick	  of	  the	  Day'	  trophy,	  so	  be	  
warned,	  should	  you	  visit!	  	  

The	  Trophy!	  

Brazil	  was	  not	  what	  I	  expected	  in	  any	  way	  -‐	  dire	  warnings	  of	  crime	  and	  robbery,	  tarantula-‐infested	  jungles	  
etc.	  We	  saw	  none	  of	  these,	  and	  were	  able	  to	  completely	  relax	  wherever	  we	  went.	  Theacountryside	  around	  
GV	  is	  mostly	  open	  farmland	  with	  good	  landing	  op8ons.	  There	  are	  the	  usual	  hazards	  of	  crops	  and	  livestock	  
to	  avoid,	  but	  the	  biggest	  issue	  about	  landing	  out	  is	  cables	  -‐	  these	  are	  everywhere	  and	  completely	  random,	  

criss-‐crossing	  the	  fields	  or	  strung	  between	  
hilltops.	  They're	  not	  a	  problem	  as	  long	  as	  you	  
keep	  a	  good	  lookout	  and	  prepare	  early	  for	  
landing,	  with	  as	  many	  alterna8ves	  in	  mind	  as	  
possible.	  I	  only	  had	  one	  fright	  on	  landing,	  I'd	  
chosen	  a	  hill	  top	  as	  the	  valley	  was	  narrow	  and	  I	  
could	  see	  it	  was	  windy	  in	  the	  bo[om	  (very	  
unusual).	  I	  set	  up	  to	  land	  near	  the	  only	  tree	  on	  
the	  hill,	  when	  it	  started	  thrashing	  around	  like	  
crazy.	  Assuming	  it	  was	  a	  violent	  dust-‐devil	  I	  got	  
ready	  to	  hit	  the	  ground	  hard…..…	  Nothing	  
happened……..	  There	  was	  a	  boy	  in	  the	  tree	  
shaking	  the	  fruit	  off	  the	  branches.	  

Typical	  Landing
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So,	  was	  it	  worth	  the	  mammoth	  journey,	  and	  not	  inconsiderable	  expense?	  14	  days	  in	  country,	  all	  
perfectly	  flyable.	  As	  a	  group,	  we	  elected	  not	  to	  fly	  one	  day	  late	  on	  as	  we	  were	  8red,	  and	  condi8ons	  were	  
likely	  to	  be	  rough	  so	  we	  all	  chilled	  out	  at	  a	  fabulous	  waterfall	  and	  swimming	  hole.	  I	  chose	  to	  have	  a	  rest	  
day	  on	  my	  own	  in	  the	  middle	  ager	  a	  6-‐hour	  flight	  the	  day	  before.	  That	  leaves	  12	  days:	  One	  day	  I	  
bombed	  out,	  only	  just	  making	  the	  'Jurassic	  Park'	  bomb-‐out	  field	  and	  another	  I	  chose	  to	  bimble	  about	  
around	  the	  town	  and	  just	  enjoy	  the	  view.	  	  

The	  remaining	  10	  days	  produced	  26	  hours	  in	  the	  air,	  600km	  xc	  distance,	  with	  two	  100+	  km	  flights.	  So,	  an	  
empha8c	  YES	  to	  that	  ques8on.	  The	  loca8on	  is	  amazing,	  the	  flying	  poten8al	  is	  limitless,	  and	  in	  the	  depths	  
of	  Bri8sh	  winter,	  a	  perfect	  start	  to	  the	  year.	  Steve	  Barton	  runs	  a	  great	  organisa8on	  -‐	  the	  retrieves,	  
guided	  by	  SPOT	  transceivers	  are	  'spot-‐on',	  and	  you're	  experiencing	  a	  whole	  new	  culture.	  	  

The	  bonus	  on	  this	  trip	  was	  of	  course	  guiding	  by	  Dean	  Crosby	  of	  Ac8ve	  Edge.	  I	  don't	  know	  how	  he	  does	  it	  
-‐	  day	  ager	  day	  herding	  his	  gaggle	  along	  the	  route,	  keeping	  track	  of	  us	  all	  and	  helping	  us	  to	  climb	  back	  up	  
when	  we	  get	  low,	  just	  brilliant.	  One	  complaint	  -‐	  there	  may	  be	  an	  awful	  lot	  of	  coffee	  in	  Brazil,	  but	  they	  
must	  export	  it	  all	  as	  I	  never	  found	  a	  decent	  cup	  anywhere!	  

by	  Brian	  Stewart	  

Dean	  over	  GV	  	  
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Competition News  

Well the weather is finally starting to sort-of get its act together, and some local XC flights have 
been logged. Remember the local league (flights from Pennine sites) is FREE to enter and any 
flight over 5km with turnpoints counts. A qualifying flight is very easy to do on any decent day at 
Parlick west, easy on Parlick east, easy on Longridge and Pendle, less so on Edenfield, Parlick 
south or Winter Hill. Not sure about other sites... anyone? 

If it's a west at Parlick, the Grid Challenge scoreboard for 2015 so far has one occupant, taking the 
top slot by default with a decent enough score of seven is Mike Endacott. I expect him to better this 
score later in the season... 

The LCC competitions are now booked up, as are the coaching sessions, so if you're not already 
in, sorry. Good to see some Pennine representation in there. 

And finally don't forget we're hosting the BPCup May 1st. There are still a dozen spaces free for 
this, and it's the best possible introduction to competition flying, no pressure, very friendly and with 
the emphasis on safety and fun. If you're not already in there, see http://www.bpcup.co.uk/ for 
details, and while you're at it sign up for the Derbyshire round too. 

Simon Blake 
compeQQon@penninesoaringclub.org.uk	  

COMPETITION RESULTS 

Pennine League 2015  All Flights
17 flights   283.1 points   8 pilots

 Pilot Glider Total  Flight 1 Flight 2 Flight 3 Flight 4 Flight 5 Flight 6

1 Phil Colbert Niviuk Icepeak 8 122.6  100.5  22.1     

2 Graham Jones Advance Sigma9 56.1  11.5  10.7  10.5  9.8  8.3  5.3

3 Richard Tang Nova Factor 2 35.0  13.9  8.2  7.6  5.3   

4 Paul Winterbottom Advance Sigma 9 33.1  33.1      

5 Michael Endacott Niviuk Icepeak 7 10.8  10.8      

6 Jim Ashley Niviuk Artik3 9.5  9.5      

7 John Murphy Escape Stream 8.8  8.8      

8 Simon Blake Ozone Delta 2 7.2  7.2      

http://www.bpcup.co.uk/
mailto:competition@penninesoaringclub.org.uk
http://www.xcleague.com/xc/ad.php?adUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.niviuk.co.uk%2F&adId=6
http://www.xcleague.com/xc/flights/2015557.html?vx=15
http://www.xcleague.com/xc/flights/2015280.html?vx=15
http://www.xcleague.com/xc/flights/2015127.html?vx=15
http://www.xcleague.com/xc/flights/201535.html?vx=15
http://www.xcleague.com/xc/flights/2015126.html?vx=15
http://www.xcleague.com/xc/flights/201536.html?vx=15
http://www.xcleague.com/xc/flights/2015178.html?vx=15
http://www.xcleague.com/xc/flights/2015116.html?vx=15
http://www.xcleague.com/xc/flights/2015403.html?vx=15
http://www.xcleague.com/xc/flights/201574.html?vx=15
http://www.xcleague.com/xc/flights/2015286.html?vx=15
http://www.xcleague.com/xc/flights/2015285.html?vx=15
http://www.xcleague.com/xc/flights/2015309.html?vx=15
http://www.xcleague.com/xc/ad.php?adUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.niviuk.co.uk%2F&adId=6
http://www.xcleague.com/xc/flights/2015264.html?vx=15
http://www.xcleague.com/xc/ad.php?adUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.niviuk.co.uk%2F&adId=6
http://www.xcleague.com/xc/flights/2015404.html?vx=15
http://www.xcleague.com/xc/flights/2015281.html?vx=15
http://www.xcleague.com/xc/ad.php?adUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.airways-airsports.com%2F&adId=3
http://www.xcleague.com/xc/flights/2015394.html?vx=15
http://www.bpcup.co.uk/
mailto:competition@penninesoaringclub.org.uk
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Loop League Rules 201 

The loop league be run again this year, it will work to mostly the same rules as last 
year, with one major rule change. 

As last year only flights done on EN-C wings and below only will be allowed in 
the loop league. 

The loop league is run to encourage pilots fly that little bit further, to experment with 
what is possible, to break the chain and leave the hill, if only for a while. Circuit flights 
are the future for paragliders.  

You don’t need a hot ship to fly circuits, Krzysztof Telus proved that last year by 
winning the loop league on an EN-B and completing a 30km FAI triangle in the process.  

The rules are: 

• The league will mostly be run by the same rules as the National XC League:      

o You must enter your flight into the Pennine section of the NXCL  

o So the flight must be valid and follow the NXCL rules  

o Submit flights here http://www.xcleague.com  

o Club flights are FREE to submit in the NXCL  

o As the NXCL, it will run from 1st November to 31st October  

o Minimum circuit flight for a club flight is 5km   

o Flight will get the same multiplier as in the NXCL, and therefore score as  
per the NXCL 

o All flights must have a valid GPS track log, no witness flights allowed  

o Full rules in detail to be found here: http://www.xcleague.com/xc/info/ 
rulesflights.html  

• Please enter any flights done since 1st November NOW - enter these soon or they     
will not be allowed. Generally flights must be entered within two weeks of 
completion. But as the league has only just gone live you have a few weeks to 
enter flights done over the winter  

• Some mug has volunteered to coordinate the Loop League. He will maintain an     
independent Pennine Loop League on the PSC website. He will manually take 
flights from the NXCL and put them into the PSC Loop League, but this may take 
a few day, especially if the weather is fine, so please be patient. If a flight of 
yours does not appear in the loop league please email a link of your flight to 
Loop@penninesoaringclub.org.uk  

• The Loop League is here: http://www.penninesoaringclub.org.uk/competitions/loop-league     

• Flights HAVE to be submitted to the XC league as a circuit flight; Out and Return,     
Flat Triangle or FAI Triangle 

o This is a change from last year when a flight could be entered as a  
turnpoint flight and the loop organiser would then manually score that 
flight as a loop, this created too much work for the organiser! 

o By now most of you know how to enter a circuit flight. If you are struggling  

http://www.xcleague.com
http://www.xcleague.com/xc/info/rulesflights.html
http://www.penninesoaringclub.org.uk/competitions/loop-league
http://www.xcleague.com
http://www.xcleague.com/xc/info/rulesflights.html
http://www.penninesoaringclub.org.uk/competitions/loop-league
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Pilot Glider Total Flight 1 Flight 2 Flight 3 Flight 4 Flight 5 Flight 6

1 Paul Winterbottom Advance Sigma 9 33.1 33.1
2 Graham Jones Advance Sigma 9 18.8 10.5 8.3
3 Jim Ashley Niviuk Artik 3 9.5 9.5
4 John Murphy Escape Stream 8.8 8.8
5 Simon Blake Ozone Delta 2 7.2 7.2

If you have any flights not shown or any other query, please contact: Loop@penninesoaringclub.org.uk

Last Updated: 12/04/15

Pennine Soaring Club - Loop League 12 April 2015 

	  New	  Season	  Well	  Underway	  

It	  is	  the	  end	  of	  easter	  week	  on	  	  Friday	  9	  April,	  2015.	  and	  if	  you	  need	  any	  further	  proof	  of	  the	  PG	  season	  
underway,	  	  the	  on	  the	  lower	  slopes.	  the	  latest	  budding	  PG	  genera8on	  are	  underway,	  and	  the	  following	  

14	  year	  old	  Catherine-‐Anne	  Sco[,	  (Simon	  Sco[’s	  daughter)	  on	  her	  first	  soaring	  flight	  under	  expert	  
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Latest Skywings News 

X-Alps! 

The 9th Red Bull X-Alps race, often said to be the toughest race on earth and now in its 
seventh incarnation, starts at Salzburg in Austria on July 5th.  

The packed field of 33 pilots includes Brit Steve Nash, who has just returned from 
training in the heat of Brazil with fellow bivvy-exponent Dean Crosby. Steve will 
continue to train right up till the Salzburg start, when he will be flying a Nova Mentor 3 
Light.  

He will be supported in the race, as in 2011, by Richard Bungay, no stranger to 
organisation having run the British paragliding comps scene for several years.  

For further information please visit the Red Bull website.   Posted: 22 
March 2015 

British Paramotor Open 

This year's Paramotor Nationals will be a single five-day event event running from May 
30th to June 3rd. The location will be West Mersea in Essex, home to Footflight 
Paramotors.  

Entry will be in two classes: UK pilots and foreign guests contesting for the British 
Open trophy, with the British National Champion title awarded to the highest-placed UK 
pilot, and the Discovery class for pilots who want to try competing without feeling 
pressured or intimidated.  

British Team pilots will talk on a range of topics and there will be constructive 
debriefings from Open task winners. There will be on-site camping with varied catering 
options. Free flying will be accommodated as much as possible.  

The Event Director will be Comps Committee Chairman Paul Smith, with Mike Chilvers 
as Open Task Director. The Open entry fee is £85 (BHPA members: £55) including 
camping. Discovery class and free flyers: £10 per day plus £20 per couple/family for 
one or more nights camping.  

For further information please visit the 2015 British Open website or e-mail 
contact@ppgcomps.co.uk.       Posted: 22 March 
2015 

RAeC awards for Adrian Thomas and Cloud 9 

Current British Paragliding Champion Adrian Thomas is to be awarded the Royal Aero 
Club's Silver Medal for his outstanding achievement in helping to define new standards 
for FAI paragliding competitions.  

Adrian, the BHPA's CIVL delegate, was drafted onto a working party to specify a new 
classification of competition wing after the 2012 Word Championships. His expertise, 
diplomacy and enthusiasm were key to agreement on the new CCC standard and he 
travelled widely to campaign for its acceptance.  

http://www.redbullxalps.com/athletes.html
http://www.footflight-paramotors.com/
http://www.tinyurl.com/2015BritishOpen
mailto:contact@ppgcomps.co.uk
http://www.redbullxalps.com/athletes.html
http://www.footflight-paramotors.com/
http://www.tinyurl.com/2015BritishOpen
mailto:contact@ppgcomps.co.uk
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Latest Skywings News (cont.) 

 Both awards will be presented at the RAeC awards ceremony on May 12th at the RAF 
Club in London's Piccadilly.         Posted: 
22 March 2015 

First Manx flying school 

Noel Humphreys, stalwart free-flyer and former CFI at SkyDragons Paragliding School 
in North Wales, has come out of retirement after a nine-year absence to form the Manx 
Paragliding School, the first ever BHPA school based on the Isle of Man.  

Local club officials Dan Wood and Phil Swales expressed their delight in at last having a 
potential pool of new pilots to fill their uncluttered skies.   Posted: 22 
March 2015 

Aspres aerotow 

Experienced aerotow pilots are invited to visit Jacques Bott's operation at Aspres near 
Laragne in France. They open the season with a big competition this month and have a 
further competition for Class 2 gliders in August.  

For further information please visit the Ultralight Glider website.  Posted: 22 
March 2015 

PS Club Coach List
Name Town HG PG Home Mobile Email
Dale Pickard Altrincham  0161 941 4020 07764 281318 dale.pickard@gmail.com
William Swires Preston  07816 142830 Bister001@gmail.com
Dave Evans Irlam  0780 533 6249 vdiffdave@hotmail.com
Andrew McLoughlin Broughton  01995 643358 07872 064313 treestyler@hotmail.co.uk
Paul Newsham Preston  01772 785708 07712 880550 pjnewsham@hotmail.com
Simon Blake Preston  01772 663868 07967 264181 simonpblake@hotmail.com
Keith Eastwood ROCHDALE  01706 374679 07891 795510 Keith.Eastwood@hum-arch.co.uk
Phil Colbert  0778 696 5926 phil@extremekites.co.uk
Peter Wood Poulton-le-fylde  01253 811213 07899 965782 advancetreecare@googlemail.com
Simon Baillie Preston  05601 135253 07971 332232 simonbaillie@hotmail.com
Reece Payne Nelson  01282 614451 077602 07302 reecepayne@hotmail.com
John Oliver Preston  07570 461 625 john141467610@hotmail.com
Jim Seed Preston  07851 720404 jamesseed@hotmail.co.uk
Michael Endacott Warrington  01925 740035 07525 774677 michael.endacott@gmail.com
Bruce McCracken Lytham  01253 730789 07941 847687 bruce@mccracken.flyer.co.uk
John Murphy Preston  01772 797787 07500 764239 john.murphy3@homecall.co.uk
Simon Scott Preston   01772 655371 07796 111340 simon.o.scott@baesystems.com
Brian Stewart Bolton  01942 812507 0752 394 6405 stewartbri@gmail.com
Paul Winterbottom Preston  01995 61642 07792 248655 paul@pwinterbottom.co.uk
Phil Wallbank Houghton  01772 697931 07740 407264 mojolizard@uk2.net
Andy Archer Preston  01772 884855 07850 852645 andyarcher60@gmail.com
Graham Jones Ribchester  01772 780069 7590010177 gkjones@btconnect.com
Mark Wilson Burnley  7967024498 mr.wilba@hotmail.com

http://www.ultralight-glider.fr/
mailto:dale.pickard@gmail.com
mailto:andyarcher60@gmail.com
http://www.ultralight-glider.fr/

